Wind Ensemble | Grade 4

Co-composed by Tyler Austin & Danielle Fisher

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute 1-2 \ mbone
Oboe (\ Ejph.B.C

Bassoon uba
English Horn uble Ional)

Clarinet in B-flat 1-2 Timpani
Bass Clarinet in B-flaty Q\) Bells
Alto Saxophone 1-2 6 Marimba
Tenor Saxophon Bowed Crotales/ Slapstick

Baritone S Q Bass Drum /Wooden Windchime
(6 woodblocks
Piano

Organ (optional)

PROGRAM NOTES

“Does it stretch out its roots...” was jointly composed by Tyler Austin & Danielle Fisher in August
2022. The composers based musical motives on plant-like imagery entwined with mysticism, and
the piece includes extended techniques that simulate wind, rustling leaves, and breaking
branches. Inspiration was drawn from the great Austrian poet Rainer Maria Rilke, and creates a
space for reflection on the following prose:

“Go into yourself. Find out the reason that commands you to write; see whether it has spread its
roots into the very depths of your heart; confess to yourself whether you would have to die if you
were forbidden to write.

This most of all: ask yourself'in the most silent hour of your night: must | write? Dig into yourself
for a deep answer.And if this answer rings out in assent, if you meet this solemn question with a
strong, simple ‘1 must,” then build your life in accordance with this necessity; your whole life, even
into its humblest and most indifferent hour, must become a sign and witness to this impulse.”
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Dr. Tyler Austin (b. 1290) serves as Director of Bands at Old
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, where he conducts the
oDU Wind Ensemble. He teaches the undergraduate
conducting sequence and a graduate conducting studio. Dr.
Austin is Principal Guest Conductor of the Virginia Wind
Symphony, a community ensemble based in Norfolk largely
composed of music educators, freelance musicians, and
military musicians. He maintains an active guest conducting
and lecturing schedule around the United States and abroad. In
Summer 2024 he will host the inaugural Tidewater Conducting
Summit at ODU - and ODU Band Director's Workshop - two
interwoven summer programs for conductors and music

educators that will feature pedagogical clinics, performance
opportunities, and coaching sessions with internationally-recognized conducting mentors.

Dr. Austin works to redefine the role of the Zlst-century wind conductor as Founding Artistic Director and
Conductor of Maryland Chamber Winds (MCW), an international ensemble of performers who come together to
present concerts and educational outreach programs. MCW is the ensemble-in-residence for the Maryland Wind
Festival, a two-week festival of wind music and outreach based in the communities of Frederick and
Hagerstown, Maryland.

o der 35 works for winds. In
composition of original
5 er EDES Cir. Austin was

A committed advocate of new music, Dr. Austin has commissioned and pre
Summer 2016 he founded the annual MCW Composer Commission Prmect o
works for chamber winds and to produce professional recordings of

appointed as Staff Conductor with the Vienna Summer Musi =), (a] nna, wc}rkmg with the
acclaimed Ensemble PHACE, as well as the Sofia Symphonic 8 fia Bul king with the Sofia
Philharmonic Orchestra. Both festivals are centered arougnd pre :::lf n %pcsed wiorks. In October

2023, Dr. Austin will serve as a guest conductor an
Composers Festival at the University of Campi r

ductmg «::Im e Sao Paulo Contemporary

in Brazil. Q
t Mlch

Dr. Austin completed a D.M.A. In Wind University under Dr. Kevin Sedatole. He
holds an M.M. in Bassoon Perform e 0 niver | c:r‘th Texas under Professor Kathleen Reynolds,
and a B.M. in Music Education f, hanna U

Danielle Fisher ( an ed nd internationally recognized

composer of music wind ens rchestra and chamber ensembles.
Danielle lives in Dallas, Tex she is currently the Director of Bands at
J.L. Long Middle ECH\ spenﬂﬁ. much of her time composing and
arranging for her own Students as well as her colleagues and their young
ensembles throughout the country. In addition to her work in the public
schools, Fisher currently serves as Staff Arranger for Maryland Chamber
Winds, and has produced over fifteen original compositions, transcriptions,
and arrangements for MCW since 2016. She is a founding member of the
group and enjoys frequent collaborations with the organization.

Fisher received a BME In Music Education and a BM. in Music
Theory/Composition from lllinois State University where she studied
composition with David Maslanka, Martha Horst, and Dawvid Feurzeig.
Danielle’s time at lllinois State allowed much exposure to the music of David _
Maslanka and she attributes much of her understanding of wind band i

orchestration to the process of studying and performing so much of his music. After her undergraduate work,
she freelanced and managed large studios of trumpet and French horn students, first in central lllinois and then
in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex while she completed her M.M. in Music Education at the University of North
Texas. Her Master's thesis led her to develop her ‘Little Band.. BIG Impact' body of repertoire, which makes
standards of the wind literature available for adaptable ensemble settings. Danielle is a member of the Texas
Music Educators Association and Women Band Directors International.

For more information, visit daniellefisher. net
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